[Immunosuppressive properties of olivomycin].
The effect of olivomycin on the cell and humoral immune response was studied on mice. It was shown that antibody genesis stimulated by sheep red blood cells or E. coli lipopolysaccharide was almost equally inhibited by olivomycin when administered 24 hours before administration of the antigen. The magnitude of the delayed type hypersensitivity induced by the antigen low doses (10(5) cells) did not change when the antibiotic was administered in a dose of 1.5 mg/kg. When the antibiotic dose was 3 mg/kg, it decreased 2 times as compared to the control. On immunization of the mice with sheep red blood cells in a dose of 10(9) cells olivomycin administered in the doses inhibiting the antibody genesis induced an increase in the delayed type hypersensitivity. Such an effect of the antibiotic has much in common with the effect of other cytostatics.